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V. 

PALESTINE EXPLOKATION* 



By Chiee-Jtjstice Chaeles P. Daly. 



Delivered December 5th, 1873. 

A meeting of the Palestine Exploration Society, Prof. Roswell 
D. Hitchcock, President, was held at Association Hall on the even- 
ing of December 5th, nnder the auspices of the American Geograph- 
ical Society. Chief- Justice Daly, on taking the chair, said : 

We assemble to-night, ladies and gentlemen, to hear an account 
of the recent explorations in Syria, organized by the Palestine 
Exploration Society of this city, and to express our opinions on the 
importance of continuing the work. To that large number of the 
human family who believe in the Christian faith, and to that widely 
dispersed race whose history and whose teachings are embodied in 
the Old Testament, there is no place on the earth's surface so inter- 
esting as Palestine. To the Jew it is the land of his fathers ; to the 
Christian it is the birthplace of his religion ; while to the archaeolog- 
ical student and the historical critic it is, to use a Darwinian phrase, 
the connecting link between those ancient civilizations which flour- 
ished upon the banks of the Nile and the banks of the Euphrates 
and the Tigris. It is of interest, also, to the geographer ; for there 
is no place within equally narrow limits the geography of which is 
more complicated, or in which the physical features of the country 
have exercised a more marked influence in producing the character- 
istics and shaping the history of the people. Indeed, so embarrass- 

* The American Holy Land Exploration Society (Robert Morris, LL. D., Secre- 
tary) has engaged A. L. Rawson, the artist and traveller, to make a series of five 
visits to Palestine. It is designed to gather geological specimens to complete the 
collection now in the Central Park Museum, representing Egypt, Sinai, and a part 
of Syria. A set of skins of animals, birds, and reptiles will also be gathered. 
Scenery, topography, and archaeology will receive due attention. 



PALESTINE EXPLORATION. 167 

mg is the inquiry, that there is no problem in ethnology so difficult as 
that of the early races that peopled Syria, culminating as they did in 
the formation, upon the shores of the Mediterranean, of the greatest 
maritime nation of antiquity, Phoenicia, and, in the inland 
plains and highlands, of the Semitic nationality, the people of the 
House of David, that stood midway for so many centuries as the 
wave of conquest rolled forward and backward from the Nile to 
the Euphrates, from the Assyrian to the Egyptian. Whatever 
knowledge we possess of this interesting country has been derived 
hiterto chiefly from travellers, and all the mere traveller can furnish 
is already familiarly known ; it is of those parts which the traveller 
can visit in safety. But of the region east of the Dead Sea and 
north-east of the river Jordan, of the great plateau stretching as 
far as the Euphrates, we know comparatively nothing. The home 
of a wild, nomadic, and dangerous race, it has been for centuries 
locked up from the knowledge of mankind ; and how little we have 
known of it until recently may be inferred when I state that upon 
the great atlas of Keith Johnson, published only seven years ago,, 
the Land of Moab and of Edom is a blank. It is only by investiga- 
tion carried on by an organized and well-appointed corps of scien- 
tific explorers that we can ever hope to have that knowledge which 
the world ought to possess ; and how interesting the knowledge will 
be is already indicated by the discovery of the Moabite Stone, and 
the remarkable ruins recently found by Mr. Tristan in his journey 
into Moab. It was in view of the great interest and importance 
of this investigation that the Palestine Exploration Fund was 
established in Great Britain about seven years ago, which, as supple- 
mentary to excavations in the City of Jerusalem, has organized a 
systematic survey of Palestine from the Mediterranean to the Jor- 
dan, under the superintendence of officers of the Royal Engineers. 
This survey is now in the field, and had up to last summer sur- 
veyed over 1,250 square miles. The survey is to be in part geo- 
logical, and with it is connected a most searching archaeological inves- 
tigation, including the copying of inscriptions, the photography of 
ruins, and the making of collections in botany and natural history. 
What has been achieved by these English explorers is of the greatest 
interest ; and, as confirmatory of the connections of the early Syrian 
people with Great Britain in a remote antiquity, I may mention 
that the buildings recently found by Mr. Palmer in Palestine corre- 
spond to the minutest detail with buildings now existing in the 
Hebrides, in the Isle of Anan in Scotland, in the Bay of Galway, 
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and at Holyhead. I have said that the English exploration is to 
extend to the river Jordan. The American exploration is over the 
comparatively unknown region beyond it. It is peculiarly appro- 
priate to us that we should take part in this work, for we may be 
said to have begun it. A quarter of a century ago our government 
sent an expedition, under the command of Lieut. Lynch, to ex- 
plore the Jordan and survey the Dead Sea ; which, I believe, was 
the first time that the difficult navigation of the Jordan was effected 
in boats, throughout its entire course, from the Sea of Tiberias to the 
Dead Sea, and we are therefore only following up a work which we 
have begun. The ruins of Egypt, and more recently of Assyria, 
Nineveh, and of Persia, have been explored ; and why, may I ask, 
should Palestine be suffered to lie in neglect, — the land of the Bible, 
the neutral land between the great civilization of antiquity and the 
highway of the commerce of the past ? Certainly that land has as 
much to tell, and will shed as much light upon the problem of his- 
tory. 

After an address by Prof. Hitchcock, Lieut. Steever entered 
into a brief explanation of his explorations, which will be published 
by the Palestine Exploration Society. Other addresses, commend- 
ing the work of the Palestine Society, were made by the Rev. Drs. 
Washburn and Adams. 



